
Live Performance Returns 
- FAQ Sheet
What is an ELPR?

An ELPR is an Electronic Live Performance Return. An ELPR 
will need to be submitted by a performer in order to receive 
royalties for the live performance of your original music in 
Australia and New Zealand

Where does the money APRA pays me come 
from?

APRA collects licensing fees from venues which have live 
performances on their premises. This money is then allocated 
into what we call a “distribution pool”. APRA will then use 
the information from the ELPR’s submitted by our members 
and allocate royalties from the distribution pool to the songs performed.

How does this all work?

For performances in the previous financial year (1 July - 30 June) each band or performer will need to complete 
an ELPR by the cut off date of August 31st to be paid royalties for those performances. You will be asked to 
enter your band/performer name, enter in where and when you performed and then enter in the songs you 
performed.

When will I get paid?

ELPRs are paid annually - usually in November in APRA‘s ‘B’ distribution. 

ELPRs must be eligible and be submitted prior to the cut off date of August 31st each year.

How much will I get paid?

Live performance royalties are adjusted to how much money APRA has in the Live Performance Pool (the 
“distribution pool”); the actual amount will fluctuate from year to year. The average payment has been around 
80 cents per song per standard performance. 

I keep getting this message ‘viewing in read only mode, no update supported’ when I 
try to update my ELPR, what do I do now?

It sounds like you’re trying to access the ELPR that you submitted last year. 

To enter this year’s ELPR,

Go to the LPR menu and click on ‘Specify or select the LPR performer’. 1.	

Type your performer name into the box in the section: ‘New performer for current distribution’. 2.	

Click on the submit button and the performer name should then appear in the ‘current distribution 44B’ 3.	
section. 

Then, select that performer and proceed to enter the works and venues as per usual.4.	

What can I claim on my ELPR?

You can claim live performances in public venues except for performances at a promoted concert or festival 
or those considered to be “private events” (See below). You are not able to claim musicals, ballets or what is 
termed “grand rights”. 

What can’t I claim on my ELPR?

Apart from promoted concerts and festivals, you are not able to claim performances which are classified as 
private such as weddings or birthday parties – or within a number of exceptions such as performances  

as part of religious worship; •	



in a nursing home, aged care home or hospital; •	

in pre-schools or child care centres;•	

broadcast or performed on the radio, internet or television; •	

that are considered busking or on the street •	

What is a promoted concert?

Concerts, festivals, dance parties and other events with a box office (ie ticket sales) are usually licensed on 
an event by event basis. License fees are calculated as a percentage of the gross box office receipts and the 
royalties allocated based on the set lists submitted. Many of the larger overseas and local acts may be classified 
as “promoted concerts” if they are in venues that do not usually have a live license in place. Common examples 
would be sporting stadiums, theatres, unusual outside venues. Check with your local office if you have not 
been asked by the organiser to supply a set list. 

Why can’t I claim private functions? 

Our policy regarding paying royalties for these performances is in accordance with the Copyright Act and as 
such private functions such as weddings, parties etc (even if held in public venues) are considered to be private 
performances. APRA is not able to issue a license and are therefore not able to distribute royalties.

What if I play my song live on radio or television, isn’t that a live performance?

Live performances on radio and television are not public performances, but rather broadcasts – and would be 
paid under APRA’s normal distribution for TV and Radio.

If you don’t pay for radio/TV performances on ELPRs, how do you pay them?

TV and radio performances are paid by APRA according to the information that we receive from these stations 
which can vary from census to a representative sample. The amount of information received from each radio / 
TV station that is paid will depend on the license in place with those stations. 

I missed out on submitting my LPR for a previous year, is there any way I can still get 
paid for these performances?

Retrospective performances from previous financial years can be submitted online after receiving authority from 
a Writer Services Representative. 

Please note, retrospective claims can only be backdated three financial years. For the previous financial year, 
you may submit an ELPR as usual however for financial years two and three years previous, you will need 
to support your claim with third-party evidence such as posters, online advertisements, letters from venues/
booking agents, ticket stubs etc.

Do we need to submit one ELPR for each member of our band?

APRA’s only requires one ELPR per band. 

Do I need to include covers?

It is appreciated if you include all covers you perform as part of your performances as these royalties go out to 
their original composers. 

I’m submitting the ELPR for my band, but some of the songs aren’t written by me, how 
do I submit these songs?

You submit these songs just as you would your own, by ticking the ‘Cover?’ box to confirm that this work is 
not your own then filling in the song title and writer details.

What if I do an arrangement of a popular work that is still in copyright at my gig?

Unless you have permission from the copyright owners of the work, you cannot claim and be paid for an 
arrangement of another persons work. However, you will need to enter this work on your ELPR as being 
written by the original writers so they will be able to be allocated their live royalties too.



What if I improvise at gigs? How do I log these?

You will need to register your copyright improvisations on the APRA database in order to have APRA allocate 
royalties.

What if I busk? I have a busking license from the council to do this...

APRA does not pay royalties for busking performances.

What does it mean by “Residency”?

If you are performing in one venue more than others on a regular basis, i.e. once a week at your local pub, 
please note it down in the Residency Comments section. 

What should I put in the “Residency Comments” section?

Anything you think would help APRA process your LPR. Such as information on long sets you have performed 
how many times you performed at the listed venue, if you played certain songs more than once, date ranges 
for particular venues etc. Please contact your local office if you have any questions

What if I perform at a corporate gig or product launch?

You will need to contact your local APRAoffice as this may be considered a performance outside of our Live 
Performance Return parameters. 

What if I perform on a cruise ship?

If the cruise line is operated and owned by an Australian company, these performances can go on your regular 
Live Performance Return. If the cruise line is operated and owned by an overseas company, these performances 
will need to be submitted on an Overseas Live Performance Return.

I’ve done performances overseas. How do I claim royalties for these gigs?

To claim royalties for live performances outside of Australia/New Zealand, you’ll need to complete and submit 
an Overseas Live Performance Return. Once received, the Overseas LPR, we will contact the relevant foreign 
society on your behalf to claim any relevant royalties. 

Please note that payment for overseas performances is not guaranteed, since it will depend on the distribution 
rules of the foreign society.

What if I play Classical music?

You can complete an online LPR just as you would a regular ELPR, or you can simply submit one LPR using your 
name as the Performer.

Then when putting in the date of the performance, you can include the individual performer in the 
“Comments” section.

For example:

Date: 01/01/07  Residency? N    Venue: EXAMPLE HALL     Street: 1 EXAMPLE LANE     Suburb: SYDNEY      
State: NSW

Comment: Performed by the Example Youth Orchestra twice

This way, you are still notifying us of who is performing your works and the fact that your works are being 
performed, but you don’t have to keep making new LPRs for each individual performer.

If in doubt, call your local APRA offices. We are here to help you!
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